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Present —Of the of seit expressed his satisfaction with. 
the Charch of Jesus Christ of Latter- the Disks and ssid. 
day Saintsa, Daniel H. Wells; of the ork was: 
Quorum of the Twelve A Orson * evidence the Lord had been. 
ty sen., and George -| blessing the efforts of the brethren... 
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Young, jun.; Elders Isaac | tention with the Adversary ; told. 
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pressed his gratitude for the privilege 
of meeting with the Saints, and bear- 
ing testimony to the truth of his being 
engaged in the Work of God; and, 
that there are men upon the earth to 
whom God has given power and autho- 
rity to build up his kingdom, a king- 
dom which would be firmly set up 
now, although the former efforts to 
erect it had failed. Showed that that 
kingdom is increasing in spite of evil, 
that thousands are constantly being 
added to it, and that the spirit or 
testimony in the Saints before him, 
bore witness of it. He spoke ap- 
provingly of the labors of the bre- 
thren, as evidenced by the many who 
had been added to the Conference. 
Many of those present he knew ; he 
had travelled with and labored among 
them; he had enjoyed himself in 
their homes. Said he was glad again 
to return to labor among them—to 
stand forth before the people to offer 
them the principles of lifeand salvation, 
restored to the earth by an holy angel. 
He felt it to be a yreat honor to hold 
the Priesthood, which gave him the 
right to be a witness of the restora- 
tion of the Gospel. Said that the 
prophecies which have been given, 
and the persecutions to which the 
Saints have been subjected, ought to 
be and would be evidence enough of 
the divinity of this Work, if the 
a were not generally unbelievers. 

e invited the Saints to sustain the 
Priesthood; the brethren of the 
Priesthood to be faithful, as all are 
interested, individually, as we have 
each one to work out our own salva- 
tion, and, collectively, because our 
united testimony has to judge the 
world. 

Elder Orson Pratt, sen., expressed 
his gratitude to God for the privilege 
of again addressing the Saints in Lon- 
don, where he had so often been bles- 
sed, in times gone by, in bearing testi- 
mony. He said that he had the same 
testimony to bear that for thirty-four 
years had been presented by him, in 
various parts of the earth, unto the 
people. Said that, in all his preach- 
ing and teaching, whether through 
the press or verbally, there was one 
thing in particular he had spoken of, 
the great war in America —a war which 
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He said some might think he w 
be tired of ie the same m a 
but it gave him as much satisfaction 
asever. That, if God has spoken, if 
heaver.ly messengers have been sent 
to earth, it is a subject which ought to 
be of no small moment to man; and 
he stood before them as a witness 
that there is a message from the great 
God ; that his voice is again heard, 
the voice of revelation te prophecy, 
bearing testimony that God has again 
spoken from the heavens. He then 
showed that, after the Apostles fell 
asleep, after their voice was silenced 
from the earth, when there were no 
angels to visit man, no inspiratio 
no voice of God, no servant of G 
with power to administer in the ordi- 
nances of the Gospel, no Revelator to 
unfold the mys<eries of the kingdom, 
no Divine authority, then, to have 
this silence broken and these blessings 
restored, is, indeed, of great moment 
unto man, and joyful intelligence unto 
all who know and receive it. He said 
he had received a testimony of the 
truth of the fulness of the Latter-day 
kingdom from the Lord. In 180 
this knowledge, without which he 
could not have boldness to testify, 
was given unto him. Until then he 
had only believed in the doctrines be- 
cause they were consistent with the 
ancient teachings of the Apostles. If 


the probability of there being such 
blessings now. He had read of the 
doings of the Apostles, of the laying 
on of hands for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost, for the opening of the 
eyes of the blind; and, when the 
Elders of the Church told him these 
things were again restored, he did 
not flo as many have done, wish they 
were not true, but he hoped they were 
true, and that he might be a partaker 
of the Divine blessings. They were 
what he had been praying for every 


to inspire his heart with joy. On 
of Mormon, he been baptized. 


faith. ‘‘He that believeth and = 
baptized shall be saved.” He saw 


has 80 visited that nation. | 


that many rejoiced greatly; but, be 


he had any doubt, it was only as to. 


day, and he felt they were something | 
testimony of others, and of the Book - 
He had felt that, to obtain a testi 
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ore he got the Spirit as some do, 
seeks had passed away. He had 
sited the Prophet, mot. that he 
anted any great manifestation—he 
1 not want a miracle; he did not 
ink he had, then, wisdom enough to 
jistinguish whether a miracle was 
reaght by the power of God or not, 
or he believed in the saying of Paul, 
“The natural man discerneth not the 
pings of God, but they are spiritually 
discerned.” He had received a testi- 
pony, not that the dead were raised, 
or the eyes of the blind were opened, 
but one that he did not expect to lose, 
and one which he could not resist or 
describe, nor could any natural man 
comprehend! He might tell them he 
had joy and gladness, but, no language 
could possibly convey to them what 
he experienced, because it had to be 
spiritually discerned. Those only who 
have received the testimony of the 
Spint to the same extent, were 
enabled to comprehend. It was this 
tectimony which gave. him power to 
stand before them. If he had seen an 
angel, if he had seen the plates of the 
Book of Mormon, they could not have 
given him a greater knowledge than 
he had received. He knew that God 
had spoken from the eternal worlds. 
It was not wonderful, then, that he 
should continue to go forth with the 
same testimony, that in his teachings 
and publishings he should never get 
fatigued. He never took that Book 
m his hand (the Book of Mormon, 
which he held up), but it gave him a 
thrill of joy, to think that God had 
given, in this day, a statement of his 
purposes, as he revealed them to his 
servants many centuries ago. He 
then drew attention to the Bible as 
the record of the Jews, and the Book 
of Mormon as that of another branch 
of the same family, agreeing with the 
Bible in showing forth the nature of 
the Gospel. But many sincere per- 
sons would say that, if the Gospel is 
the same in both, the Book of Mor- 
Mon 18 not needed, and he alluded to 
the Gospel by Matthew and the other 
Evangelists, who reiterate the same 
truths as contained in the Book of 
Mormon. He showed that it was 
ewe rs expect a record to be in 
Stence of so great a. e as that 
which had been on the y nd Con- 
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tinent, as evidenced by the magnifi- 
cent ruins of temples, palaces and. vast 
cities, now buried up in the dense 
forests of that country, and who, by 
their knowledge of the arts, as shown 
in their works now remaining, were a 
great and highly civilized people. He 
showed that, if those people were a 
part of scattered Israel, it was reason- 


amongst them; they might have a 
knowledge of the Messiah, and they 
would, likewise, be likely to. have 
Prophets among them; and if it was 
reasonable to expect. these thi 
why not also that God should rev 
it, as he has now done, by bringmg 
forth the Book of Mormon? It was 
as possible for God to do this, as it 
was for Daniel, in his day, to know 
the meaning of the mystical characters 
written by the supernatural hand upon 
the wall; and that, by that Book, we 
could learn the joyful news that the 
ancient inhabitants of the other hemi- 
sphere had the Gospel among them. 

hey had the prophecies and tose of 
the 9 som of God; and the very 
fact of there having been no prophecy 
in the Bible coneerning the present 
war in America, made it reasonable 
for us to expect to receive a revelation 
concerning it, and the Book of Mer- 
mon contains that revelation. 


in bearing testimony before them of 
the knowledge he possessed of those 
rinciples which had been advanced 
y brother Pratt. His testimony was 
not the result of a single evidence, as 
in the experience of many others, for 
he had lived many years in the midst 
of this ple, and had received a 
series of proofs of the truth of this 
Work. e knew that men had to 
get faith for themselves, or they would 
dry up and wither away. It is the 
mre of the living God which is an 
abiding testimony to his sons and 
daughters. All. denominations be- 
lieve that the Lord will doa marvel- 
one, work. in the last 
e time is approaching when the power 
of the wicked shall. pass into, thehende 
of the righteous... He asked, Where 
shall we find a who. are bri 
ing this about %.. knew. of- none, 
save it were the y Saints. 


Latter-day 
Is it, then, so very..wonderful. that 


able to expect that a record existed | 


President Wells said he was gratified © 
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the Lord should be working for this 
object? “He appealed not to their 
feelinys, but to that reasoning faculty 
within them, and asked if it was not 
to be expected that the Lord would do 
it? To the objections of some, who 
thought it strange that the Lord 
should have allowed eighteen hundred 
years to pass away without making 
an effort to bring this about, and to 
those of others who wondered why we 
should be so favored, and have the 
Gospel restored in our day, and in 
answer to the objections of those who 
assert that ‘‘we have had the Gospel 
all the time,” he sugyested an idea— 
The set time had not come. The 
Lord knew whetber men would receive 
or reject his message. Drew their 
attention to the efforts of men in 
bringing about a reformation—men, 
sincere, such as Calvin, Martin Luther, 
John Knox, John Wesley and others 
—good men, honest in their intentions, 
and who had done a _ work which 
merited the name of the Great Re- 
formation. If you ask why the Lord 
did not restore the Priesthood then to 
the earth, we would say, The Lord 
knew best—it was well as it was. 
How could he know but that these 
very men were sent forth to do a work 
which had to be done then, prepara- 
tory to the ushering in of the Gospel. 
He did not know but that that was 
the opening of the great Latter-day 
Work. One thing he could tell them, 
the Gospel is restored, and he felt 
thankful to his heavenly Father that 
he had been willing to receive it; and 
he was happy to be able to communi- 
cate the intelligence to them, that the 
Gospel is upon the earth, and that 
this is why the Elders are sent forth, 
that this knowledge may be diffused 
abroad, and that the honest may re- 
ceive this Gospel. He rejoiced greatly 
in this his first mission, to be able to 
proclaim these things to them. + These 
things were measurably sealed up 
against his cwn native land, but to 
them the Gospel is made known in all 
its parity e believed in the Bible, 
but he knew that we have living 
oracles to guide the way—men who 


know how to lead the le. In 
this res the 
by the tter-day Saints is greatly to 


their advantage—they know the chan- 


REPORT OF A DISTRICT MEETING, 


nel through which they can receive 
blessings. To those Uainted 
with these ae he would make 
known the simple principles of the 
Gospel. They had to exercise faith 
in God, my f had to repent of their 
sins, and to be baptized for the remis. 
sion of them, that they might receire 
the Holy Ghost. They had to do what 
the Apostles said, to enable them to 
receive that Spirit which would gnide 
them into the possession of all Truth 
—to get the testimony of the Spirit of 
the Lord. That Spirit is a witness to 
us; we cannot resist it ; its language 


cannot be misunderstood ;. it sayfa Js 
“This is Truth! this is Truth !” i be st 
then spoke of the goodness of God in boli 
causing a warning voice to be sent to Mmm vite! 
the ends of the earth before “He My min 
would come out of his hiding-place, Hi vuce 
and vex the nations with a sore vera fam 8) 
tion ;”, of the blindness which has fim and 
come upon the inhabitants of America fim cula 
since they have rejected the Gospel fm thro 
which was presented to them; that gm befc 
‘*their wisdom is hidden up,” the vl 
light is withdrawn from them, and gm sa 
they are left to fall upon and slay one Mi ° | 
another. It will, likewise, be so with Mi oc 
every nation that rejects the Gospel. 


All wisdom is from God, when 
men reject this message they reject mm * 
Him, and that light is withdrawn from 9 8c 
them. All may receive and have par 
in this glorious Work, and it 
rejection is their condemnation. 
Mentioned the Atonement as sufficient 
forall whowill receive the Gospel, which 
man can receive or reject; that no 
only is wisdom the gift of God, but 
food, raiment, life, health, and every 
good gift; that even our lives ar 
borrowed, and that we are dependent 
on God for everything but the exer 
cising of our own agency ; that that 
iven us that if we use it aright, ° 
tter-day Saints can attain to ue 
same knowledge that the higher 
tellizences 
these things, the principles 2¢ 
drawn attention to had to be acknow 
ledged—faith, repentance, 
and the laying on of hands ol 
reception of the Holy Ghost; ™ 
then men could understand 
poses of God #@then they wo 
that a had been decreed 


upon the whole earth, and that - 


ho 
com! 
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sho would escape from the evils 
roming can only do so by “‘ fleeing to 
Jion.” « His testimony was, that the 
tine had come for the Lord to favor 
his people, when he will gather his 
people out of every nation, that we 
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‘should prepare ourselves for these 


things, that God is building up: his 
kingdom, and prayed that the Lord 
would bless his Elders and all his 
faithful children. 


their 

mis. (To be continued.) 
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a THE SPIRIT WORLD. 

t of BY ELDER JOHN RIDER, 

YS, Is there a spirit world, or, can there | holy means to gain the knowledge he 
Hef be such a place as an abode of disem- | required, which he did by going to 
inf bodied spirits? These are questions | the Witch of Endor, who, by her 
t tof often asked by thinking and inquiring | enchantments, brought up the Prophet 
Hef minds, and a great deal of doubt and | Samuel. That it was he there can be 
ce, J vucertainty exist in relation to this | no doubt, because Saul, being familiar 
tafe subject among mankind in general, | with the Prophet during his lifetime, 
has fs and with the religious world in parti- | immediately recognized him, an 
icofm cular. It will be our endeavor to ; bowed his face to the yround. We 
pel fw throw some little lizht on the subject | find that Samuel reproached Saul with 
jat i before us. As the Scriptures and the | having disquieted him to bring him 
he Mm voice of revelation are the guage, or | up, and he informed Saul that 1t was 
nd Mm standard, which establishes the truth | because he had not obeyed the voice 
nef or falsity of any religious belief or | of the Lord, by executing his fierce 
th MM doctrine, in this as well as all other | wrath upon Amalek, that the Lord 
el, Mi generations, it is to them we must | had forsaken him. He also informed 
en fm Tefer; and, if we find sufficient grounds | him that on the morrow he and his 
ct to establish the fact of there being! sons should be with him. It is evi- 
mm such a place in existence, and that it | dent that Samuel had not ascended to 
tim \sconsistent with reason, we shall be | heaven from the fact, that he was 
tam inclined to receive the doctrine of an | brought up out of the earth; and, as 
1. Mi intermediate state, or place of rest, | Sanl and his sons were to be with him 
it MM Where the spirit remains until it is | on the morrow, being in transgression 
h@® called forth at the resurrection. We | they could not have gone into the 


it distinctly understood that we 
' do not believe ii: the doctrine of purga- 
ym ‘ry, as taught by the Church of 
0M Rome, nor in any of the rites and 
‘mm Ceremonies connected therewith ; we 
only wish to establish the fact of the 
’ existence of the spirit world, as be- 
lieved in by the ancients as well as by 
the moderns. Many great and good 
, men have believed in its existence, 
among whom was John Wesley, who 
even went so far as to believe it pos- 
ible to hold communion with thew. 
_ That such a doctrine was believed 
it by the ancients, is proven by re- 
ferring to the 28th chapter of Samuel, 
Where king Saul, having transgressed 


7. lost favor with the Lord, so that 
© was not answered by dream, by 
Urim or by Prophet, resorted to un- 


re- 
sence of holy and pure re 5 in aed 
ven. As men are not judged immedi- 
ately after death, it is reasonable to 
suppose that there is a place prepared ~ 
for them to dwell in until such times 
as they shall come forih to be judged 
‘*every man according to his works,” 
whether they be good orevil. That 
place is where Samuel was, and it is, | 
also, where Saul and his sons went to. 
That there is a spirit world is also de- 
monstrated by the fact, that Christ 
‘went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison; Which sometime were dis- — 
obedient, when ouce the long-suffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the Ark was preparing.” Now, 
it is clearly. evident, that those spirits 
could receive intelligence and instruc- 


tion, otherwise the preaching of Christ 
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to them was fruitless and unavailing. 
Such a supposition cannot be enter- 
tained fora moment. Peter informs 
us why the Gospel was preached unto 
them, ‘‘ That they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh; but 
live according to God in the spirit.” 
Thus it clearly shows that Christ visi- 
ted the spirit world, or paradise, as he 
termed it when addressing the thief 
on the cross. ‘‘ Verily I say unto 
thee ; To-day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise.” Hence, we see that 
the thief went to the world of spirits 
and not to heaven, as is supposed by 
the majority of professing Christians. 
They adduce this as a proof that man 
can be saved without baptism, but it 
is no proof at all. That Christ did 
not go to heaven, while his body slept 
in the grave, is proven by his own 
words to Mary, after his resurrection, 
‘Touch me not; for I am not yet 
ascended to my Father : but go to my 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 
unto my Father, and your Father ; 
and to my God, and your God.” We 
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they were Saints, who had long waited 
in the spirit world for Jesus to open 
the door to them, that they might 
ascend to heaven and receive thei 
exaltation in’ the presence of their 
Father and their God. 

Many more passages of Scripture 
might be quoted to still further prove 
the existance of a spirit world; but, 
we opine, sufficient has been adduced to 
satisfy the honest inquirer after truth, 
Should any still remain sceptical on 
this point, we would earnestly invite 
them to investigate the doctrine 
taught by Latter-day Saints, which 
are none other than those tanght by 
Jesus and his Apostles while upon the 
They have been revealed 
again to the earth in this dispensation, 
with all their gifts and _ blessings, 
through the’ instromentality of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. This Gospel 
is to be preached to all nations fora 
witness before the end comes, and ¥e 
call upon all men, in the name of 
Jesus, to repent and to be baptized 
for the remission of their sins, and 


have no account of the thief being | then they shall receive the Holy 
resurrected, and of his ascending with Ghost, the Comforter, which will lead 
Jesus up into heaven, although we | them into all truth and save them 
find that many of those that slept, | the kingdom of God. 


arose and appeared unto Mary, 


 — 
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“The Rey. James Fielding shut his | 


door against us ard would not suffer 
us to preach any more in his chapel; 
and became one of our most violent 
opposers. Hesaid respecting the first 
three sermons which were preached in 


that place, that ‘Kimball bored the 
holes, Goodson drove the nails, and 


About day break, Sunday July 30th, 
Elder Isaac Russel came up to the third 
loft where Elder Hyde and myself 
were sleeping, and called upon us to 
pray for him, that he might bedelivered 
from tie evil spirits that were tor- 
menting him to such a degree that he 
felt he could not live long, unless he 
obtained relief We laid hands on 
him, I being month, and prayed that 


the Lord would have mercy on him, 


and rebuke the Devil. While thus 
engaged, I was struck with great force 
by some invisible power, and fell sense 
less on the floor; and the first thing | 
recollected was being supported by 
Elders Hyde and Russel who wert 
praying for me. They then laid me . 
the bed, but my agony was so great 
rayea, 
sat on the bed and could 
tinctly see the evil spirits who foam 
and gnashed their teeth uponus. '* 
gazed upon them about an hour < 
half, we were not looking towards the 
window but towards the wall, space 
appeared before us and we saw J x 
devils coming in legions with t - 
leaders, who came within a few een 
us, they came towards us like arm 


bowed on my knees aod | 
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rushing to battle, they appeared men | 
of full stature, possessing every 
uncomely form and appearance of men 


' inthe flesh, and every variety of stature 


and form, mean, mangled and de- 
formed, who were angry and desperate, 
and I shall never forget the vindictive 
malignity depicted on their counten- 
ances, and any attempt to paint the 
scene which then presented itself; or 


' portray the malice and enmity depic- 


ted in their countenances would be 
vain. I perspired exceedingly, and 
my clothes wereas wet as if I had been 
‘taken out of the river. 

Although I felt exquisite pain, and 
was in the greatest distress for some 
time, and cannot even look back on 
the scene without feelings of horror; 
yet, by it lL learned the power of the 
Adversary, his enmity against the ser- 
vants of God, and got some under- 
standing of the invisible world. We 
distinctly heard those spirits talk and 
express their wrath and hellish designs 
against us. However the Lord 
delivered us from them, and blessed 
us exceedingly that day, and I had the 
pleasure (notwithstanding my weak- 
ness of body) of baptizing nine. - 

Two of the candidates, on ing 
forward for baptism, ran a race; the 
younger, George D. Watt, outran the 
elder and was the first baptized in 
England. 

Brothers Hyde, Richards and myself 
fasted one day every week. 

Monday 31st. We held Council, and 
appointed Elders Richards and Good- 
son to go on a mission to Bedford ; 
Eiders Russel and Snider to Alston, 
Cumberland ; and Elders Hyde, Field- 
ing and myself agreed to labor in 
Preston and the regions round about. 
We continued in fasting and prayer 
until two o’clock inthe morning. The 
next day the brethren took their 
departure for the different fields of 

bor assigned them. 

We preached in private houses, by 
the fireside, at the corners of the 
streets, in the Market places, and 
wherever the Lord opened the way ; 
and baptized those who believed our 
testimony. 

Friday, August 4th. I baptized 
Miss Janetta Richards and jentiened 
her at the water side, being the first 
éonfirmation in England. 
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The following Sabbath, the 6th, we 
preached in the Market place to: 
numerous assemblage, both. rich and 
oor, who flocked from all parts to 
oo ‘what these dippers had to say.’ 
We were opposed by a learned mini- 
ster, who was confounded and went 
away diegraced in the eyes of the 
people. 

In the evening those who had been 
baptized, numbering about fifty, met 
together at sister Dawson’s and were 
confirmed. - 

The Rev. John Richards an indepen- 
dent minister, father of Miss Janetta 
Richards, invited me, by letter, to 
preach in his chapel, at Walkerfold 
Chaidgly, forenoon, afternoon and 
evening, on Sabbath 13th, which invi- 
tation I fulfilled, and was kindly enter- 
tained by the Rev. gentleman, whose 
chapel was crowded with very atten- 
tive listeners. 

Mr. Richards gave out another 
appointment for me to preach on 

onday evening, which I attended, 
and by request of the congregation, 
preached on Wednesday evening. ‘A 
number believed the doctrines I 
advanced, and on Thursday six indi- 
viduals, all members of Mr. Richards’ 
church, came forward for baptism. 
James Smithies and his wife Nancy 
were two of the number. iain, 

I baptized the most of Mr. Rich- 
ards’ members, and he afterwards told 
me I had ruined his flock. I pitied 
the old gentleman, but I had a dut 
to perform which outweighed 
other considerations. I shall ever 
remember with gratitude his generous ~ 
hospitality. 

About Sept. 12th, brother Snider 
returned from the north, where he had 
traveled in company with brother 
Russel. They met with considerable 
opposition and ‘had ‘baptized 30 and 
others were investigating. After 
spending a few days with us, he and 
brother Goodson (who had returned 
from his mission to Bedford) took 
their leave of us and started for 
America on the 5th of October,‘ bro- 
ther Goodson pretending to have busi- 
ness of importance which called him 
home, He had over 200 Books of 
Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants, 
which he refused to let me have 


(although I proffered to pay him thé 
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money for them on my return), he{ The Rev. Robert Aitken delivered a 
carried them back to America and | violent and abusive discourse against 
burnt them, from which time he left | the Saints in Preston.” 

the Church. 


(To be continued.) 
(3\ 


a 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1864. 


— 


“MORMONISM.” 


It appears to seem strange to some of our cotemporaries, that the Elders of 
Israel should presume to teach that they can lead men and women in the way 
of salvation and eternal life, and with a holy horror cry out—presumptious! 
profane ! blasphemous! to make any such pretentions. We apprehend that it 
is not so much the facts and principles taught which excite their religious fancy 
and shocks their pious gravity, as it is that ‘‘ Mormons” should make any such 
pretentions ; for, as the opposers of Jesus thought that no good thing could 
come out of Nazareth, so these people appear to consider that no good thing 
can come from so-called ‘‘ Mormonism.” 

Our reasons for taking this view of the subject are, chiefly, that all other 
‘professed religious teachers make a like profession, and are continually inviting 
the people to listen to them, and to adopt their views of faith and religion. 
Why, then, it may be asked, do the Latter-day Saints] come under the 
particular, special and general condemnation and malediction of those who 
make such loud professions, as being the guardians of the interests of the dear 
public—the world’s leaders, the gentlemen of the pulpit, the forum and the 
press ? 

Experience, dear bought experience, while wading through persecution, 
poverty, sickness and death, has long since tauyht the Saints that all classes of 
mankind, no matter how much they may differ between themselves in regard 
to their own religious systems, their political proclivities or social affinities, 
can all unite in opposing and persecuting them unto death. Why, we ask, 
should the ‘‘Mormon” be deemed presumptious, profane and blasphemous, 2 
Saying to his fellow-men that having himself received the light of Truth, and 
become the happy recipient of that Divine intelligence which emanates from 
God our heavenly Father, and which leads to eternal life in his presence,~ 
that, having received so great salvation, it now becomes bis duty to impart 
unto others, his fellow-mortals, who, like himself, are found wandering 
darkness, sin and misery, the glad tidings which are of great joy unto all 


people? Did it never occur to such would-be-teachers of the people, in their 


moments of calm and serious reflection, (for we consider that all men must 
sometimes have their moments of calm reflection,) that there might possibly 
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be a reason why such universal opposition should be meted out to the Latter- 
day Saints! Did it never occur to them that some day they might, in their 
ferce opposition to these people, peradventure, be found fighting against God? 
If the Latter-day Saints should prove to be the people they profess to be, then 
yould all who oppose them be found precisely in this predicament. When 
thus reflecting, we beg leave to suggest that they consider if it is not true that 
Satan, of whom it is said that he goes about ‘‘ seeking whom he may devour,” 
is in the world, and that, most likely, he will be pretty well satisfied with 
men and things so long as they do nothing to infringe upon his kingdom, his 
power and influence, which he exercises over the children of men,—and, that 
if any opposing power, having the authority of the Son of the living God to 
wustain it, should arise, that it would be very likely to meet with his most 
determined opposition and resistance. Now, perhaps, sudden, violent and 
destructive, and at other times, subtile and wary, as he should have opportu- 
nity and power to wield it ; and that he would move upon all people every- 
where, over whom he had or could obtain any influence, to muke this opposi- 
tion as general and universal as possible, and, herein, find a reason why these 
things are so | 

We testify that the Lord has spoken from the heavens, has broken the silence 
of ages, and that he has restored ayain to earth the Gospel—has conferred the 
authority of his holy Priesthood, which is after the order of the Son of God, 
without beginning of days or end of years, eternal in the heavens, upon the 
children of men; that he has organized his Church and kingdom upon the 
eartl, las revealed principles and doctrines from the heavens for the guidance 
of the people, which, if they will follow in humble obedience and faithfulness, 
will lead them in the way of the Lord, and will save them from the power of 
sin and Satan, and eventually exalt them into his presence. Now, if we testify 
the truth in these thinys, it will necessarily follow that the axe is being laid at 
the rout of the tree, and that every tree that bringeth not ferth good fruit will 
be hewn down aud cast into the fire. 

We consider iuat it is wise and proper to give the utmost latitude to the 
disseiniuation of those principles which are calculated to lead people from the 
error of their ways, from the paths of sin, iniquity and wickedness, thereby 
delivering them from their thraldom. Has not the power of evil sufficiently 
long euchained the world in bondage, and, like a vice, held the minds of the 
people within its iron grasp of superstition, bigotry and ignorance? And yet 
there are many, who, being instigated by the father of lies, would seize specious 
and false accusations against the Saints, simply because, like Demetrius, their 
craft isin danyer, and the temple of the great ,oddess, whom they worship, 
Will be brought unto disrepute, and their man-made systems be overthrown. 
It is true that the time is hastening on, when the doctrines and precepts of 
men, Which have so long been instrumental in misleading the people, will come 
to nuuglit, if those persons being clothed with the Truth and authority of high 
Heaven, shall succeed in establishing their doctrines and principles on the 
earth 

The Priesthood has always existed, though, in different ages, it has been 
takeu from the earth because of the wickedness and unworthiness of the peo- 
ple, aud is now again restored, not because they are so much better than 
formeriy, but because the set time has arrived to again establish His kingdom 
Upon the earth ; when the times of the Gentiles are being fuifilled, and Israel 


| 
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is again to be favored and gathered up from all nations, from their long dis. 
persion, “‘ For I am with thee, to save thee, saith the Lord.” © rs 

He has declared and made known His purposes through’ his servants th 
Prophets, from time to time, that He will bring again Zion and establish his 
kingdom upon the earth, and that it shall remain forever.’ Is ‘it not pre- 
sumable, therefore, in view of these great events which are already, to a certain 
extent, transpiring, that the Adversary, as he finds his power losing its hold 
more or less upon the minds of the people, and his influence somewhat abating 
will rage, knowing that his time is short ; and that be will make every exertion 
possible to induce the people to oppose the progress of those principles which 
are calculated in their nature to overthrow his kingdom and power. 

We have often, in our short history, been made to feel that it is not only 
presumable, but that demonstrative fact has taught the Saints that the Lor 
and Satan have not quite yet stricken hands in token of friendship ; and that, 
if they would be the friends of God, they must expect to tread the paths which 
Jesus trod, peradventure, even unto death. | 

It is said of Lucifer, who is the Son of the Morning, and who is, by the way, 
quite a gentleman in the world’s estimation, that when the transgression of 
our first parents, in the garden of Eden, and the subsequent fallen condition 
of the human race, were taken into consideration in the councils of heaven, that 
he proffered, if the Father would give him the glory, to go forth and save the 
children of men even in their sinful state; and, that because the Father re 
jected his offer, and accepted that of Jesus, who was willing to redeem man- 
kind from their fallen estate upon the principles of law and obedience, and 
give God the glory, that Lucifer rebelled and made war in heaven, until he 
was finally repressed and thrust out with all of his adherents. It is, also, 
generally supposed, that he took up his abode upon the earth, and that he s 
continually preaching the same doctrine, we have reason to fear, with some 
considerable more success, which he taught, but found so unpopular, m 
heaven. Now, if mankind who kept their first estate, and hence, were found 
worthy to become tabernacled in the flesh, could only discern as well now # 
then, between the good and the evil, right and wrong, light and darkness, the 
principles which lead to ‘all true knowledge, truth and intelligence, and those 
which have atendency to degenerate and destroy, so that they might finally be 
prepared with their tabernacles, regenerated and redcemed by the blood of the 
Lamb, to return to their Father and their God from whence they came, they 
would not be found arrayed in opposition to the Truth, and seeking its over 
throw, but they would, like the Saints, rejoice exceedingly in the goodness ‘ 
God our heavenly Father in thus sending forth messengers bearing the words 
of eternal life unto the people. ; 

- Men have been called, ordained and clothed with the authority of high He 
— and sent forth in these last days, who, being filled with the Holy Ghost, 
_ Teprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment,” prepar 
tory to the coming of Him whose right it is to reign and govern upon all the 
face of the earth, and who will not cease his work until He hath put all ene 
mies under his feet, destroyed death and even him that hath the power o 
death, who is the Devil. Let the Saints continue, therefore, in all humility 
‘to walk in the way of the Lord, observing to obey whiatsoever they shall be 
‘commanded, and rejoice in uprightness, as they see the day approaching whe 
deliverance shall come unto Israel, and, when Zion shall be redeemed with 
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WS FROM HOME. 


giadness, Israel-gathered, and earth shall be with the of 
and prepared for his kingdom and coming ; when will be fulfilled 

the wise man, that “The righteous shall never be removed, but the w 
shall not inhabit the earth.” 


foe Bati 


/ 


NEWS FROM HOME. 


late numbers of the News and Telegraph, to, cull 


items of intelligence relative to the progress of events at home, which, mayhap, 
will prove interesting to our readers. There is but little, however, except to 
the lovers of peace, to chronicle where union and peace exist. It is-from the 
battle fields of America, as well as from the complications, and tortuous windings 
ef European politics, that we must look for excitement and for the whirlwind 
rush of events, for the triumphs of the Gospel are ever those of peace ; nor is 
the progress of God’s kingdom noticed by its enemies, though gladly hailed by 
its friends. Therefore, when we turn thitherward in search of news, it is with 
pleasure that we note the continuance of. prosperity, and, interested as 
much as our brethren at home are in the upbuilding of God’s great. Latter-day 
kingdom, we as acutely feel as they do, any approach of trial and difficalty, . 
But then we have ever but little of the latter to note. God works for his peo- 
ple, and only that amount of trial necessary to purge their nature of its dross, 
and to refine the gold of their organization, is presented unto them. | 
Situated as Utah is, beyond the reach of assistance should the internal 
resources of the country fail, and opposed as are our institutions and practices 
to those of surrounding peoples, we have but little sympathy, and still less 
assistance, to expect from the world, should we fail to supply ourselves with 
the necessaries of life from the bounties yielded by a genial soil and a kind, 
everruling Providence. Therefore, it is with an eye of earnest faith that we 
note the springing forth and the gradual ripening of those indispensable 
and root crops, which are to prove the temporal salvation of His people. Not 
that we ever doubt the accomplishment of His purposes, or the continued pro- 
gress of his Work, but that we rejoice when we know that the prayers of his 
people have prevailed, and that another harvest has crowned their labors, and 
that another triumph has been added to those already attained. The earlier 
harvest of cereals, such as wheat, &c., has come and gone ere this, but at our 
latest dates, the people were in the midst of it. The prospects for a grain crop 
are excellent, though, from local causes, such‘as lack of water and the heat of, 
the weather, in places it will be light. There will be plenty raised, however, 
with the measures that are being taken by the brethren, to, answer every 
Recessity and requirement of the citizens of the Territory, as well as to supply 
all the wants of temporary sojourners and of ‘the travelling: public. ’ Should 
the Convention which was to meet in the'Tabernacle on the’ 8th ult., succeed 
in accomplishing the object for which it was convened, it will place at the dis- 
posal of each head of a family, if he takes the necessary measures, one year’s 
mupply of bread. Likewise, the price which will be placed. upon that. portion 
which has to be supplied to relieve the necessities. of strangers,, will secure 


unto the farmer a legitimate compensation for his labor expended in its pro-— 


duction, at the same time doing away with ‘much of that needless: waste which 
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has characterized the consumption of the staff of life in times past. In conse 
quence of drouth, the late crops are not so promising, and unless our Father 
so orders it otherwise, will, in a few places, prove an almost entire failure, 
Early frosts have done some little damage upon the fruit trees and vines in 
the higher portions of the State, but it is to be hoped not to their permanent 
injury. Scarcity of water has caused some to resort to watering their fruit 
trees by hand, by that drawn from their wells. 

The different companies of the emigration to the Valleys this year, were pro- 
gressing well on their journey, the first company, John R. Murdock’s had 
passed Horse Shoe Creek, and expected to arrive in Great Salt Lake City on 


the 22nd ult. 


The Indians, alonz the line of route, had committed some de 


‘ _ predations upon the gold-seeking portion of the emigration, but the Lord, so 
~~ \ far, had given peace and safety to the Saints. General Connor, with a portion 
‘: “of his command, had moved East to chastise them, and to extend protection 
to those in need of it. From the reports of the proceedings of the Saints on 
~ the 24th of July, at the different settlements throughout the Stage, it would 
x seem that they have had quite an entertaining time of it—orations, songs, 

toasts, &c., being the order of their celebrations. The annual election of 
\ Legislative and civil officers for the ensuing term and year, passed off peace 


ably. Taking all things into consideration, the advantages and disadvantages 
possessed by the people of God, the Lord has blessed and still continues to 
bless them in a manner unprecedented in the history of mankind... 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


AMERICA. 


\ 4 By the kindness of Elder William 


H. Shearman, we are enabled to pre- 
sent to our readers the following letter, 
received by him from Elder John M. 
Kay, which, we have no doubt, will 
be eagerly read, as it gives details of 
the journeyings of the Saints who 


composed the passengers by the ship 
Hudson. | 


Wyoming, Nebraska Territor ot 
United States, Aug. 11, 1864. 5 


circumstances, I will yive you a brief 
account of our journey. We arrived 
here on the afternoon of Tuesday the 
2ud inst., the majority of the Saints 
compcsing the company well; and, 
when we consider the fatigue and heat 
ull have to undergo, we may, aay -we 
are in & very good condition. We 
had some deaths, of children, on our 
way from New York here. The wea- 


- 


ther was hot, and considering the 
detention we experienced through 
broken bridges and other incidents 
which often occur in travelling in& 
country involved in war, | think we 
have passed through the States re 
markably well. Our heavenly Father 
has indeed watched over us for good, 
and his protecting care has been over 
ns all the time, preserving us from the 
hands of our ‘enemies. Had we 
rived at Quincy two or three days 


earlier, we should have come in cole 
Dear Brother,—Feeling thankful to 


our heavenly Father that we have ar- and plunderers, who, some say, are 


rived at this point under so favorable | 


tact with guerrillas, bands of ro!bers 


responsible to neither Government. 
They cause great havoc and destruc 
tion wherever they find an opportu 
nity. They burnt one of the bridges 
near Quincy, which caused a delay 

three or four days. At this place we 
had to haul the baggage about a mile 
in the hot sun, but, while we dl 
travel, we rushed on day and night. 
We have heard that a day or wo after 
we had passed, thirty miles of the 
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Is between Quincy and St. Joseph 
Se ia up by them. This is in the 
State of Missouri, and it seems that 
the most of their depredations have 
been committed in this State. We 
heard of whole towns being ransacked, 
and the people were robbed of all the 
money they p , as well as of 
other valuable articles—of bridyes 
being burned, also stores, railwa 
depots and other buildings being total- 
ly destroyed, at almost every place we 
stopped. The country is fast going 
down to ruin—trade is dull and every- 
thing is dear. The inhabitants seem 
all of them to be anxious abont their 
safety. Neylect is apparent in every 
place. The Prophet’s words are in- 
deed fulfilling, for desolation at the 
rate they are going on is inevitable. 

You n dog know the incidents of 
our voyage across the ocean. Indeed 
it was the most pleasant passage I ever 
had across the sea. The weather was 
fine almost all the time, the captain 
was agreeable society, and my health 
was better than when on land, and I 
enjoyed myself accordinzly. 

hen we arrived here we found 

quite a number of the brethren with 
whom we were familiarly acquainted, 
This is a nice, quiet place, very suit- 
able as an outfitting point, as we are 
not troubled much with the presence 
of strangers. We are now busy 
ready for starting across the 
Plains. Captain Hyde’s com is 
ready, and will start to-day. e last 
company, brother Warren S. Snow’as, 
18 preparing as fast as possible. We 
expect to leave in a few days with this 
company, which is com of nearly 
one-half of the Saints who crossed the 
ocean on the Hudson, and a few of 
those who had been left behind of the 
M'Clellan. Hyde’s train moved out 
about three miles from here, where 
they will remain until we are pre 
to start, as it has been deemed ex- 
pedient and safer for both trains to 


left this place, so far as we can | 
both emigrant and freight, have 
through places where these scenes 
have bein enacted without being in 
the least disturbed or molested. . 
ther Joseph W., Joseph A. Young, 
and all the others who have been 
laboring in the business of the emigra- 
tion here, purpose travelling with 
Snow’s train until we pass Fort 
Kearney. 

May the Lord bless all his faithful 
Saints, — may he strengthen and 
bless you, I remain yours, ) 

Joun M. Kar. 
ENGLAND. 
SOUTHAMPTON DISTRICT. 
Southampton, Aug. 31, 1864; 
President Wells. 

Dear Brother,—It is with pleasure 
that I take up my pen for the purpose 
of giving a brief sketch of our District 
Conference, held on the 10th of July, 
in the Bedford Hall, Southampton, 
I should have done so before this had 
not sickness prevented me. 


The resent -- . 
re were p 


President of the gy Confe- 
J 


dent of 
the Reading Conference, J. 8. Full. 


rset Con- 


travel within a day’s drive of each | pu 


other. Like itis in the East with the 
las, it now the Journey 

ore us. predations, some 
them of the most 
are reported having been com 
I on défenceleas. travelleza. 
by the blessing of the A ty, 
© compamies that have heretofore 


| 
| 
| 
mund F. Bird, President of the South- 
mer, President of the Do 
ference, B. Y. Kimball, Travelling 
Elder in the Southampton Confe-_, 
rence, and Elder John W. Y¥ on 
a visit to this country from. Groat 
Salt Lake City. The day was beauti- 
ful, and we a of re- 
joicing t& r. ter the openi 
E. F. Bird 
spoke for a short time expressive of 
his joy and satisfaction in meeting 
aithful and to pray that the: Spirit of 
Truth might speak through the Priest. 
hood unto them,.that théy might be 
come acquainted with the things and 
of God, He likewise, gave. 
rief in. the Dis- 
trict, and. . good ing 
wed by Elder D_ P. Kime ; 
thren from Zion, whom be, ind 
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Home. He epotee the Southampton | Gathering, and the necessity of an 
Conference to be in a thriving condi- | union of feeling amongst the people to 


tion, and exhorted the Saints to re- 
newed diligence in keeping the com- 
mandments of God and in carrying 
out the instructions of the brethren. 
He spoke of his gratitude to God for 
the blessings he had bestowed on him, 
and of his determination to do all 
that lay in his power to aid in rolling 
on the Work and for the spread of 
Truth. | 

Elder.Jonas N. Beck gave in his report 
of the Reading Conference, and repre- 
sented it as being in a good condition. 
Likewise bore his testimony to the 
Work, and exhorted the Saints to 
faithfulness. President Cannon then 

ve some excellent counsel to the 
Saints, and spoke of the rapid de- 
velopment of the kingdom of God, and 
he instructed the Saints to cultivate 
a comprehensive view of the Work of 
God in which they were engaged. 

In the afternoon Elder J. 8. Fullmer 
represented the Dorset Conference, it 
being in a good condition and the 
ea were striving to do as well as 

ey conld. There had been out-door 
meetings held when the weather would 
permit of it, and an excellent feeling 
prevailed in some parts, but in others 
the spirit of persecution displayed 
itself. Elder B. Y. Kimball bore his 
testimony to the Truth, and spoke of 
his determination to do right, and 
was followed by Elder John W. Young, 
who said that he was happy in meet- 
ing with them, and he ie a testi- 
mony to the truth of the Work. 

President Cannon, both in the after- 
noon and in the evening, addressed 
the Saints, who rejoiced greatly in 
the words of life and salvation which 
flowed from his lips. He traced, in a 
lucid and interesting manner, the 
past history and the present situation 
of the Saints. He compared the bles- 
sings and privileges enjoyed by the 
Saints in Great Britain, with® those 
possessed by Saints upon the Conti- 
nent, who were obliged to meet in 
secret because they dare not meet in 
public for fear of being interrupted by 
the authorities. He exhorted the 
Saints to display their gratitude for 
these blessings to our Father, by their 
pe and faithfulness in servi 


He likewise spoke upon the | 


eve success to all their operations 
e Gospel in its restoration had 
many things to accomplish; we ar 
called upon to labor for the accom. 
lishment of these purposes. Ag 
tter-day Saints, we should under- 
stand the nature of the Work we are 
engaged in, and determine to perform 
our duty. He spoke of the fulfilment 
of the words of the Prophet, and 
reasoned plainly from the Scriptures 
that the time had cume when God 
would establish his kingdom in power, 
and that this would usher in the reign 
of universal peace, and wickedness 
would be banished from off the face 
of the earth, and there should be no- 
thing to ‘‘ hurt or destroy in all His 
holy Mountain.” In that day the 
knowledge of God shall cover the 
earth, and a brotherly feeling shal} 
exist. 

On the Monday evening followi 
the Saints held a tea-party, at whi 
they enjoyed themselves greatly, the 
singing and recitaticns were very well 
rendered, and an eacellent spirit pre- 
vailed. 

On Monday, the 11th ult., we 
tized a young woman for her heal 
who had been troubled for some tume 
with an evil spirit, which seemed 
determined to destroy her body. 
After baptism, we laid our hands upom 
her head, and in the name of Jesus we 
rebuked the evil spirit, and it left her, 
and she now enjoys her usual health. 
This shows us that our Father is ne 
respecter of persons, and it matters 
not in what age of the world those 
who have obeyed the Gospel claim its 
blessings, they are sure to obtam 
them if they ask for them aright. 

Praying God to bless and strengthen 
you, with those associated with you, 
to oo all necessary labors, 4 re 
main your brother 

F. Bmp. 

MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 

| Manchester, Sept. 7, 1864 

President Wells. gc 
Brother,—Thinking the Saints 
of this Conference would like them 
selves represented in the Strap, and as 
others might be pleased to hear-of our 
welfare and prosperity, I hasten # 
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COBRESPONDENCE. 
afew lines, giving, in as briefa' Elders Mousley, Woodruff and 


manner as possible, the condition of 
the Work of God and our future pros- 
in this part of the vineyard. 


[ feel glad that I can speak favor- | 


sbly of this Conference, for, with but 
few exceptions, the Saints are living 


their religion and enjoying theSpirit of | 
God, which brings peace, joy and con-— 
_ strangers quite frequently ; sometimes 


lation to all who possess it. The 
gifts and blessings which were in the 
Church in the days of Christ and his 
disciples, are with and are practiced 
by the Saints here, which is cheering 
to the honest-in-heart, and a proof 
that our Father is the same to-day 
that he was eighteen hundred years 


wo. 

Preaching in the open air has been 
erried on extensively in most of the 
Branches of the Conference, and, as a 
general thing, the people have been 
willing to listen to our testimonies, 
but far too slow to receive them, Yet, 
we do not feel discouraged, for our 
desires are to do the people good, and, 
ifthey do not come forth and embrace 
the Truth when it is presented to 
them, they, not us, will be the losers. 

This does not apply to all, for since 
I sent in the Statistical Report for 
June, we have added by baptism be- 
tween thirty and forty, and many more 
have given in their names, whilst 
others are very favorably inclined 
towards us. 

Last month we organized a Branch 
at Heywood with twenty-five mem- 
bers, all baptized since January, and 
the spirit of inquiry still rests upon 
the people there. I pray the Lord to 
bless Elder Prophet, the President of 
the Branch, and those with him, that 
they may act in wisdom, that the 
honest may come forth and embrace 
the Truth. 

The local Priesthood are good men, 
and with the exception of a few drones 
re very energetic in preaching and 
"siting the homes of the Saints. In 
matters of tinance, I fear we are some- 
what behind. Although the cotton 
Amine, in the majority of cases, is 

® reason, yet there are those here 
who could, if they had the will, com- 


BY with all the’ commandments of 


in that respect. 


| 


623 | 


Crosby are doing firstrate. They, with 
myself,-have striven to carry out the 


instructions contained in the Star, in 


visiting the homes of the Saigts, and 
we can testify of the F ny results 
which have followed. r i 

are well attended by the Saints, 

in many of the Branches, we have. 


we behold old faces of persons who 
were once identified sa? san and 
there are many of them, coming 
back and doing their first works over 
again. | 
Although it is some time yet before 
emigration, the Saints are looking for- 
ward to it with joy, for the way of 
many has opened, and many more. 
have faith that theirs will do the same. 
I feel certain the Lord will overrule 
all things for the good of his people, if 
they will only do right. . 
For my own part, I feel exceedingly 
glad that I have the privilege of labor- 
ing for this great and glorious ber 
and while I may stay in these lands, 
feel like going forth with renewed 
energy and zeal to warn the people of 
those events that are coming on the 
earth, and which are foreshown in the 
war that is now raging on the Conti- 
nent of America. I feelthat the lord 
has blessed my labors ; and althvugh 
I have not baptized all that I have 
preached to, yet I feel that it is all 
right. Ihave experienced much kind- 
ness from the Saints since I have been 
in this land, as also from strangers, 
who, when I was a stranger, took me 
in. May the Lord bless them for it. 
There is nothing gives me greater 
leasure than to labor for the u 
building of this kingdom; and 
though my mission has been to va 
these last three years, when I s be 
called to labor with my hands again, 
that will be my mission. The bre- 
thren join with me in kind love to 
ourself and President Brigham’ 
oung, jun. 
ing God to bless you with 
health and strength, that you may be 
enabled to accomplish a good work, is 
the prayer of your brother in the 
Grorce W. Grant. 


If you cannot please without being false to yourself, you-had better displease, 


< 
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